
DEMOCRATS REPUBLICANS 

MARK TAKANO, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN  MIKE BOST, ILLINOIS, RANKING MEMBER 
JULIA BROWNLEY, CALIFORNIA AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN RADEWAGEN, AMERICAN SAMOA 
CONOR LAMB, PENNSYLVANIA JACK BERGMAN, MICHIGAN 
MIKE LEVIN, CALIFORNIA JIM BANKS, INDIANA 
CHRIS PAPPAS, NEW HAMPSHIRE CHIP ROY, TEXAS 
ELAINE LURIA, VIRGINIA GREGORY F. MURPHY, NORTH CAROLINA 
FRANK J. MRVAN, INDIANA TRACEY MANN, KANSAS 
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS BARRY MOORE, ALABAMA 
LAUREN UNDERWOOD, ILLINOIS NANCY MACE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
COLIN Z. ALLRED, TEXAS MADISON CAWTHORN, NORTH CAROLINA 
LOIS FRANKEL, FLORIDA TROY E. NEHLS, TEXAS 
ANTHONY G. BROWN, MARYLAND MATTHEW M. ROSENDALE, MONTANA 
ELISSA SLOTKIN, MICHIGAN MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS, IOWA 
DAVID J. TRONE, MARYLAND  
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO MARIA TRIPPLAAR 
RAUL RUIZ, CALIFORNIA REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 
RUBEN GALLEGO, ARIZONA  
  
MATT REEL  
STAFF DIRECTOR  

 

 September 8, 2021 
 

The Honorable Mark Takano  
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs  
364 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Takano: 
 
I write to urge you to postpone the markup scheduled for September 13th in light of the serious impact the 
crisis in Afghanistan is having on veterans and Gold Star Families.  
 
I know you share my deep reverence for the veterans who served in Afghanistan and the families of those 
who lost loved ones there over the last 20 years. The humanitarian, foreign policy, and national security 
crisis in Afghanistan that resulted in the tragic loss of 13 servicemembers has added to the heavy burden 
those veterans and families carry. It has left many veterans and survivors questioning whether their 
sacrifices were in vain and reliving painful memories. The toll that has taken on them can be seen at the 
Veterans Crisis Line, where calls increased 7 percent, chats increased 40 percent, and texts almost doubled 
between August 13th to August 29th. I fear that alarming trend will continue, and perhaps worsen, 
particularly as we learn more about the hundreds of Americans and allies that were left behind.  
 
Our Committee should have no higher priority in this moment than supporting the veterans and families 
who are struggling as the result of the failure in Afghanistan and ensuring that they have every resource 
they need to heal and move forward. That is why several of my Republican colleagues and I have requested 
a hearing on the impact of the Afghanistan crisis on the veteran community. To-date, our request has gone 
unanswered. Instead, our Committee is scheduled to markup prohibitively expensive, politically-motivated, 
and economically-fraught reconciliation legislation on September 13th. 
 
On behalf of veterans and families in need, I respectfully request that you use the time currently scheduled 
for that markup to focus on what is clearly a more pressing matter with life and death consequences to the 
veteran community – the crisis in Afghanistan.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Mike Bost  

Ranking Member 


