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May 10, 2023 

The Honorable Denis R. McDonough 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
810 Vermont A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20420 

Dear Secretary McDonough: 

On April 27, 2023, majority and mino1ity Committee staff met with Assistant Secretary for 
Information and Technology and Chief Information Officer (CIO) Kurt DelBene to discuss Mr. 
DelBene's ethics waiver and relationship with his fonner employer, Microsoft. 

Majority staff noted the following statements in a memorandum to file, and we wish to 
mem01ialize them for the benefit of mutual understanding: 

I. Mr. DelBene's ethics waiver allows him to engage in "particular matters of general
applicability" involving Microsoft, which he understands to mean that he may weigh in on
technical questions involving Microsoft but may not be involved in procurement issues or
other decision-making involving Microsoft.

2. While employed by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Mr. DelBene has only had
two interactions with Microsoft or its employees:

a. He contacted a current Microsoft employee to discuss a problem VA was
experiencing with the Microsoft Teams software; and

b. He had dinner with his former chief of staff and provided career advice to the
individual.

3. While Mr. DelBene was generally aware, he was not involved in planning or organizing an
August 2022 trip that several of his employees took to Microsoft's Redmond, WA,
campus.

4. In his personal capacity as the system administrator for his household, Mr. DelBene
attended a February 8, 2023, meeting with the technology team of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee. The sole purpose of the meeting was to discuss the
security settings on his wife's phone.




